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Israel’s largest grassroots movement holds historic JOURNEY TO PEACE   
Tens of thousands of Israeli women from across the political spectrum, demanding a 
diplomatic agreement to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, will join thousands of 
Palestinian women near the Dead Sea in a Tent of Reconciliation for the descendants of 
Sarah and Hagar followed by a mass rally in Jerusalem on Oct 8, 2017. The journey to 
peace – led by Women Wage Peace, currently numbering over 25,000 Israeli members 
and 45,000 FB supporters worldwide – began on Sept 24. 

On Oct 8, 2017, thousands of Israeli and Palestinian women, descendants of the ancient mothers Sarah and Hagar, will gather in a 
huge Tent of Reconciliation constructed by Women Wage Peace in the desert outside Jerusalem. A mass evening rally follows in 
Jerusalem’s Independence Park featuring well-known public figures and the launch of the Women’s Parliament. On Oct 9 and 10, 
movement members, guests, and passersby will gather in a huge sukkah [temporary shelter] of peace in Jerusalem for all-day 
roundtables and presentations about peace, agreements, conflicts and their resolution. The women believe they must take 
responsibility for a secure future into their own hands and show elected leaders the way forward.  

The journey began in Sderot near the Gaza border, continued in the Negev with a peak event in the development town of Dimona, and 
has now moved north to Tiberias and to Nazareth, Israel’s largest Arab city, where a peak event for northern residents will be held on 
Oct 3. A festive event in Tel Aviv-Jaffo organized by the young women’s arm of Women Wage Peace will follow on Oct 6. Knesset 
[Parliament] members, including the new Women’s Caucus for Peace and Security founded with the backing of Women Wage Peace, 
have been joining movement members along with mayors and other municipal leaders, artists, opinion-makers and local women, some 
already trained as peace activists by WWP. World-renowned author Carol Gilligan, popular Israeli writer Zeruya Shalev, and prize-
winning educator Dr. Rehab Abd el-Halim will be among those women addressing the thousands expected at the Dead Sea. 

The two-week journey to peace amplifies the messages of last year’s March of Hope attended by 30,000 women and men: (1) only a 
diplomatic agreement can bring true security and (2) women must have equal representation in negotiations, in accordance with UN 
Resolution 1325, to achieve a sustainable peace. The March of Hope tripled the movement’s membership and launched a year of 
intense legislative lobbying. Prayer of the Mothers, a song written expressly for the march by Yael Deckelbaum and viewed over six 
million times worldwide, inspired women’s peace marches in Spain, Germany, and Brazil this past year.  

Women Wage Peace was founded three years ago in the aftermath of Operation Protective Edge / the 2014 Gaza War, rapidly 
becoming Israel’s largest peace movement. Its unique approach to peace-making involves cultivating a truly diverse membership with  
religious settlers and secular women of all ages including young post-Army women, bereaved women relatives of fallen soldiers and 
mothers of current soldiers. it also partners with Palestinian women and works tirelessly with established groups within Israeli society, 
empowering women from development towns, settlements, kibbutzim, and urban centers to use their voices now for the sake of 
generations to come. The movement aims to create a critical mass of public support for a political agreement while simultaneously 
exerting direct pressure on decision-makers. It intentionally does not advocate for the implementation of any specific initiative.   

OCT 8 peak events. 10 am march, northern Dead Sea staging area to the Peace Village, where at 11 am 
thousands of Palestinian women will gather with thousands of Israeli women in Sarah and Hagar’s 
tent (3 km southeast of Beit haArava), followed by 7 pm mass rally in Jerusalem’s Independence Park. 

For transportation options to the Peace Village of Women Wage Peace and other details about the journey to peace contact 
Donna Kirshbaum, 052-772-3121 donnakirshbaum@gmail.com. To schedule interviews with movement leaders and 
international guests, contact Iris Ben-Shahal, 052-399-7683 iris.ben-shahal@iec.co.il . For additional info, contact Anat Negev, 
Women Wage Peace Coordinator for Strategic Communication,  054-426-3636  anatnegev@gmail.com.
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